
 
 

Encountering God 
 

When we sense love in a place, we are actually sensing that God is present.  
We may encounter God alone, in small groups or in a large assembly of people. 

When you first visited Gateway Church, what stood out to you the most? 

What makes a house a home is an atmosphere of love. What makes a 
building a church is the atmosphere of love, and God is love. When we sense 
love at church, we are really sensing the presence of God. He wants us to 
“encounter” Him. 

Exodus 25:22 says, “And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you.” 
God wants to not only be with us, but to speak to us—for us to encounter Him. 
The Bible tells us that people have encountered God in three places: alone 
(Genesis 28:16–17), in small groups of people (Matthew 18:20) and in the large 
assembly (Revelation 7:9). All three of these “encountering places” are 
important in our walk with God. 

1. Why do you think it is important for us to encounter God in all three 
places—alone, in a small group of people and in a large assembly? 

2. Would you say that you have “encountered God” at some time? What 
does that phrase mean to you? 

3. Read Genesis 28:16–17. In the story of Jacob’s encounter with God, it’s 
encouraging to realize that God initiated the interaction (Jacob was too 
busy running from Esau to seek God at that moment). When was the last 
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time you sensed that God was speaking to you when you weren’t 
necessarily seeking Him? 

4. Read Acts 2:46 and 5:42. Why is it important to meet with God and other 
believers in small groups and not just corporately in the church building? 
In what way(s) can we encounter God in a smaller environment that we 
cannot in a “great assembly”? 

1. Do you normally have an expectation that you will encounter God in all 
three places (alone, small group, large assembly) or not? 

2. What expectations do you have about the future—for yourself and for  
the church body? How can you personally keep your heart open and 
expectant to encounter God when you are at church? 

Take a few minutes to invite the Holy Spirit to visit your group. Ask Him to meet 
with each of you personally, in your small group and while at church. Pray for 
Gateway Church that many people will sense the love of God and encounter 
His Spirit. Ask the Lord to increase your expectation of meeting with Him, and 
thank Him that He wants to speak with us personally. 
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