
 
 
 

 

Our prayers release God’s forgiveness, mercy, restoration and revival in  
His house.  

What is the most interesting or unique food you have ever eaten? 

Solomon prayed a unique prayer at the dedication of the temple, recorded in 
2 Chronicles 6:20-27. He asked God to respond to the prayers of the people 
in specific ways, setting into place what God’s house would be like. God’s 
house is a place of forgiveness, mercy, restoration and revival. 

God’s house is not a place where spiritual perfection is on display, but a place 
where imperfect people can confess and receive forgiveness and mercy. 
Mercy is also given to shield the innocent from the consequences of the 
choices that others have made. When our bad choices or the enemy’s attacks 
cause us to lose the ground that God intended for us to have, we find 
restoration in the house of God when we repent and turn back to Him. And 
rain—a symbol of the outpouring of the presence of God, and harvest—is 
poured out on those who have faithfully persevered through seasons of 
spiritual drought.  

All of these things are released in the house of God when we pray.   

1. What do many people expect to find when the visit “God’s house”? Why 
were you first drawn to church and what did you find? How have you 
encountered God through the local church? 

Talk 

Open 

Focus Focus 

Open 

Read 



2. Why do you think Solomon prayed about the prayers of the people at the 
dedication of the temple instead of just praying for the place? What can 
we learn from this? 

3. Read God’s response to Solomon’s prayer in 2 Chronicles 7:14-16. Put this 
passage into your own words. What is God saying in response to Solomon’s 
prayer? 

4. Why are forgiveness, mercy, restoration and revival in God’s house 
released through the prayers of the people and not just automatically? Why 
is persistence in prayer so important? 

1. In what way do you most need to encounter God today—to receive His 
forgiveness, His mercy and protection, restoration, or revival (harvest)? 
Why?  

Solomon’s prayer is really for those who would come to pray at the temple—
those who were not yet in the house of God. As a group, take several minutes 
to pray for Gateway Church. Pray that people will encounter the forgiveness, 
mercy and restoration of God when they come, and for God to pour out the rain 
of His presence among the people. Pray also for the needs represented within 
your group, asking God to pour out His presence upon each of you. 

Pray 

Live 


