
 
 

We make a game-changing, life-altering decision when we give up our rights 

and let God be in charge of our lives. 

When in high school, what did you do with your time after school? 

Every time we make a life-changing decision, we must answer the question: 

“Who’s in charge?” We have Joshua, the leader of Israel, as an example. In 

Joshua 5:13–15, the Commander of the army of the Lord appeared to Joshua 

with a drawn sword in His hand. Most theologians believe that this Commander 

was Jesus Himself. Joshua was headed into battle, so he asked the Commander 

whether He was for Israel or their enemies. The Commander answered that He 

was for neither army. 

The better question for Joshua and for us is not whether God is on our side, but 

are we on God’s side? There are only two sides to any battle we face—God’s 

side or Satan’s side. We must choose to follow God. 

As soon as Joshua chose to follow God (Joshua 5:14), he bowed in reverence 

and asked the Lord to speak to him. The first thing the Lord asked of Joshua 

was that he take off his shoes. We learn from the Old Testament that to take off 

your shoes means that you are giving up your rights (Deuteronomy 25:7–10; 

Ruth 4:7–8; Exodus 3:4–5). Also in the New Testament, when Jesus washed 

the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, they had to take off their shoes and yield 

to Jesus’ way of serving them even though He was going against their religious 

tradition (John 13:1–9). 

Some of us have chosen to be on God’s side, but we haven’t taken off our 

shoes yet. God wants us to take off our shoes in every area of our life. He wants 

us to let go of our rights, to surrender our decisions to what He wants and allow 

Him to be in charge of our lives. 
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1. What stood out to you from this message? What did you learn that you 

haven’t understood before? 

2. What are the top three “game-changer” decisions you have ever made? 

3. Who has been a good example in your life of someone who is fully 

surrendered to God? What are some of the situations where you have 

seen them give up their rights as they follow God? 

4. What are reasons that we sometimes struggle with “taking off our shoes” 

before the Lord? 

5. In which of the following areas of your life do you find it difficult to give up 

your rights? 

a. job/career 

b. finances 

c. marriage 

d. relationships 

e. other (describe) 

Throughout this week, ask the Lord to show you any area of your heart or life 

where you need to “take your shoes off.” Repent of pride, fear, unbelief, 

disobedience, etc. Surrender everything to Him.  

Thank You, Lord Jesus, that You gave Your life in exchange for ours. We praise 

You, because You are the Most High God, worthy of all that we have to give. We 

choose Your side today, and we yield our lives to You. 
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