
 
 

How Comedy Works 
 

In comedy, there is a setup and then a punchline. Just like comedy, life situations 

are like a setup—the punchline is what we do with our gifts and “setup” to reach 

our full potential and have a meaningful life. 

What is the funniest thing that ever happened on one of your summer vacations?  

 

 The way comedy works is that a situation is set up in such a way that it gets 

everyone moving or thinking together in the same direction. Then, when 

everyone has an expected response, there is a punchline. When the 

punchline is not what is expected, it produces laughter. 

 

 In the same way, your life situation—or circumstance—is a setup. It may look 

good on the surface, such as a new job or graduation, or it may not look good 

on the outside because of difficulties or challenging life situations. When you 

only have the setup (and not the punchline), you might feel incomplete—just 

like a joke without a punchline. 

 In your life, the punchline is the rest of the story. The punchline for life—the 

part that makes it meaningful—is about serving other people. 

 The best setup in history is that Jesus, the king of kings, and the best 

punchline is that instead of being served, He served others and gave His life 

to save us. When we open the door of our lives to Jesus and let Him in, the 

situation of our lives gets a new punchline—Jesus gives our lives purpose. 

*Group Dynamics Idea*  

As our new semester gets underway, focus on building relationships and making the first few 

weeks interactive. Take time to intentionally ask questions that will help people get to know 

each other better. Simple, non-threatening questions work best to break the ice. 
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1. How would you describe the “setup” of your life? What is your current life 

situation or circumstance where you think there needs to be a punchline? 

 

2. What would be an example of a good “punchline” for the situation you just 

shared? What would you love to see God do in that situation to turn it around 

or to use it for good? 

3. Michael Jr. used the analogy of Jesus coming into our lives as being similar 

to Him coming into our homes. Have you opened the door of your life and let 

Jesus in? If so, share briefly how your life changed when you did. 

4. Why do we often think we need to get our “house” (life) cleaned before we let 

Jesus in?  

5. Michael Jr. joked about the “good room” in our house that’s nice and tidy, but 

we don’t often use it. Why do people sometimes only show others the “good 

room” of their life? How can we let Jesus in and live more authentically? 

As we conclude, remember the following: 

 Our life circumstances are the perfect “setup” for God to come in with a 

“punchline.” 

 Your “punchline” is either about serving others or letting Jesus into 

your life.  

 

Lord Jesus, thank you for being willing to leave your “setup” of heaven and 

come to earth to save us. We open up the door of our lives to you and ask 

you to come in. Please help our lives to be full of purpose as we use them to 

serve others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

*New Leader Tip*  

Fun and laughter are an important part of building relationships. Take time to laugh and have fun 

with your group this semester. Don’t be too serious. Always celebrate the joyful things in life. 
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