A Father’s Guide to Lasting Legacy
Focus

We all have fathers and we are all children, so thinking about a father’s legacy
applies to us all. Parenting is a partnership between us and God. For some,
Father’s Day may be a time of remembering past hurts or disappointments, but
God wants to heal all areas of our lives, and He wants to empower us to leave a
lasting legacy.

Fun
Open

You will need a few supplies for this so plan ahead!
Egg Toss: Put group members into pairs. Give one egg per pair (advise them to
wear old clothing or an old t-shirt). Pick who will toss first. Line up the pairs
opposite each other. Start the teams about three feet apart. The first player throws
the egg to their teammate who must catch the egg without breaking it. If the egg
breaks, that team is eliminated. Each remaining player now takes a step backward
and throws again. The last team to have an unbroken egg wins the game. Note: If
you play multiple rounds, the team with the longest distance is the overall winner.
Have fun and be sure to capture the laughs on camera and submit them to our
Gateway Group’s team!

Review

Key Scriptures: Proverbs 22:1; Mark 12:30; Exodus 20:5–6; Deuteronomy 6:7
•

A father leads the way.
We are either being an influence or we are being influenced. We can only
pass on to our children who we ourselves are. This is the principle of
transference. Each of us is a culmination of the decisions we have made over
time. A godly father imparts blessing to multiple generations as an
inheritance, but when an individual pursues their own path, it passes down
iniquities to the next generation.

•

A father trains for success.
Training is a process that incorporates discipleship for constructive purposes.
God’s discipleship is redemptive and life-giving, thus our discipleship of our
children or those we are leading needs to be redemptive and life-giving.
Training requires a consistent response to disobedience and recognizes that
attitudes are a precursor of behavior. Furthermore, we must not grow weary
as we train our children.

•

A father guides towards purpose and success.
Fathers are called to guide their children and prayerfully introduce God’s
purposes into their children’s lives. God desires earthly fathers to help their
children discover His will for them. Godly fathers are the vessel in which God
provides protection and guidance for childhood; however, God is our ultimate
Father, and if we are lacking in any area He will supply all our needs when we
come to Him.

*Group Dynamics Idea* This activity fosters a sense of belonging. You will need scraps of
paper, pencils, and a basket. Pass out scraps of paper and pencils. Ask members to write
the name of each group member on a separate piece of paper, followed by something they
like or have noticed about that person. Encourage people to write something nice, even if
they don’t know the person very well. Even first impressions are important. When everyone
finishes writing, gather the slips of paper in a basket, then pull the papers out one by one,
reading the name and complimentary comment. After reading a paper, pass it to the person
who was praised and continue until all papers have been read.

Discuss

1. Describe what you think the ultimate father would be like.
2. What are some of the influences that have shaped your view of fathers? Were
these influences positive or negative for you? Share.
3. Read Matthew 6:9 and Isaiah 63:16. Do you believe God is our Father? Why
or why not?
4. Do you feel that fathers are called to lead the way? What would that process
look like? Explain.

5. What advice would you give someone who may have had a father that was
distracted or who may not have been a good reflection of our heavenly
Father’s love?
6. Whether we are fathers or not, what are some practical ways we can mentor
and influence the people in our lives so that we are leaving a lasting legacy?
Take Home

As we conclude, remember the following:
• A father leads the way.
• A father trains for success.
• A father guides towards purpose and success.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You that no matter what influences have been in our
lives, ultimately You are our Father. Thank You for calling us Your own, for
loving us, and for giving Your Son Jesus Christ that we may have a deep
relationship with You. Help us this week to have a greater revelation of Your
Father’s love for us and empower us by Your Holy Spirit to share that love
with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

*New Leader Tip* Your role as a group leader is to respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit for
the benefit of the group as a whole. Always ask the Holy Spirit whether the current vein of
conversation in your group is beneficial. While it is not our job to control our groups, it is
important to notice any patterns emerging where conversations may revolve around one person
or issue that is not beneficial. If this happens, kindly and firmly move the group forward. The
group, as a whole, will appreciate your leadership as you ensure there’s benefit for all.

