
  
THE FOUNDATION OF HUMILITY 
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The face of the ox on the four living creatures described in Ezekiel represents 
servanthood and humility. The highest position in God’s kingdom is the position 
of being a servant. Even the apostles described themselves as servants! As we 
walk in humility and the heart of a servant, our greatest prize is knowing Jesus.  

What is your favorite thing to do on a snowy day? 

Key Scriptures: Micah 6:8; Philippians 2:3, 3:7–14 

1. The Highest Position 
The living creatures in Ezekiel have four faces. One of those faces is the ox, 
which represents servanthood and humility. When Paul the apostle describes 
himself in Romans 1:1, he begins by stating he is a servant of Christ Jesus. 
Although he wrote one third of the New Testament and spread the gospel 
throughout many regions, the designation as a servant is the highest position. 
Timothy, Peter, and James all did the same thing—identified themselves as 
servants.  

2. The Highest Place 
Mark 9 tells the story of when the disciples were on the road to Capernaum and 
they were discussing which of them would be the greatest. Jesus told them in 
verse 35, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 
Success in God’s kingdom is not in how many people you can lead, but how 
many people you can serve. The key to going higher in the kingdom of God is to 
go down.  
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3. The Highest Prize 
In Philippians 3, Paul talks about the prize of knowing Jesus. Paul said that all 
the accolades in his life were dung in comparison to the excellence of the 
knowing Christ Jesus. Psalm 138 and Isaiah 57 tell us that although God dwells 
on high, He regards the lowly and those with a humble spirit. The highest prize 
is knowing Jesus.  

*Group Dynamics Idea* This message about humility and being a servant can be a great 
springboard to discuss how your group can find ways to serve others. If you live in an area 
of the country that was affected by the recent storms or inclement weather, there are 
probably people right in your neighborhood who need help or local foodbanks where you 
can serve.  

 

1. Read Micah 6:8. What do you think it looks like to do justly, love mercy, and 

walk humbly with God? 

2. Why do you think Paul, Timothy, and Peter all described themselves as 

servants? What does that show us about how we should see ourselves? 

3. What are some ways you can be a servant?  

4. Read Mark 9:33–35. How is greatness in God’s kingdom different from 

greatness in the world? 

5. Why do you think God loves humility so much? 

6. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this message? 

 

As we conclude, remember the following:  

• The face of the ox represents servanthood and humility. 
• The highest place in God’s kingdom is being a servant. 
• The greatest prize of all is knowing Jesus. 

 
Heavenly Father, thank You for showing us how to excel in Your kingdom by 
being a servant and walking in humility. Show us any areas of pride or any areas 
where we need to be more of a servant. We set our heart to seek You Jesus, the 
highest prize of all. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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*New Leader Tip* It’s important to remember that the goal of your group is relationships 
and connection. During the discussion time, it is okay to ask follow-up questions or other 
discussion questions that you think will generate more conversation. The more 
conversation and interactions you have, the better! 


