
  
Don’t Flatter Yourself 

James Morris 
 

Instead of flattering others and giving self-serving compliments, we should focus 
on speaking truth that helps people grow. In order to truly value and honor 
others, we must ask God to help us see them as He does. When we have the 
right attitude about encouragement and truth, our words will reflect honor toward 
others. 

Discuss as an ice breaker or with a partner: What is your favorite fall activity or 
tradition and why? 

Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 1:4–5 

1. Don’t flatter. 
Flattery is praising someone for your own personal gain. As people of Christ, we 
should avoid flattery and seek to build up others through encouragement.  
 

2. Speak truth. 
If we have a reputation for telling the truth, people will give our words more 
weight when we speak about the Truth: Jesus Christ. We should be people of 
honesty, but we should also be loving in our words. Every truth should be 
covered in love.  
 

3. Honor. 
Honor means placing respect and value on someone. First Peter 2:17 
encourages us to honor all people. As believers, we have a responsibility to 
show the heart of God by valuing others. When we honor people, we honor 
God, and He blesses us.  
 

*Group Dynamics Idea*  

If your group is large, break into smaller groups or pairs to discuss these questions; then come 
back together for group discussion. People may feel more comfortable speaking up in a 
smaller group first. In a virtual meeting, breakout rooms can give group members more face-to-
face connection. 
 
 

Focus 

Fun  

 Review 



 
1. What is the difference between flattery and encouragement? 

 
2. What are possible consequences of not consistently telling the truth—even if we’re 

just telling white lies? 
 

3. Can you think of a time when it would have been easier to lie but instead you told 
the truth? What were the results? 
 

4. Can you think of a time when you told the truth a little too harshly? How could you 
have rephrased your words to be more effective and honoring to the other person? 
 

5. Honor means placing value on someone—especially with our words. Who can you 
show more honor to in your life, and how can you do that? 
 

6. As we close, let’s spend a few minutes with some quiet worship music. Picture 
someone with whom you have had a conflict recently. Ask God to show you how to 
see that person as He does. Ask Him for specific, practical ways to honor that 
person. 

 

  As we conclude, remember the following:  

• We are not to be people of flattery. 

• We are to speak honest, truthful encouragement to others. 

• We must remember to honor all people—especially with our words. 

 

Thank You, Father, for this time together. Thank You for honoring us by speaking 
encouragement to us in Your Word and by sending Your Son to die for us. 
Please help us see others as You do, and show us how to honor them. Help us 
control our tongues with the help of the Holy Spirit, speaking truth and 
encouragement instead of flattery and dishonor. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

*New Leader Tip*  

Remember to check in with each of your members personally via text or phone call this week. 
It’s easy to feel isolated during these times, so making an extra effort to reach out can bring a 
sense of connection. Make sure to ask them how you can be praying for them. 
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