Love
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Focus

The Holy Spirit empowers us to lay down things that stir up hatred so we can
love.

Fun

What’s the funniest meme you’ve seen on social media lately?

Review

Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 2:10–14, 1 Corinthians 2:9, Galatians 5:19–23, 1
Corinthians 13:8–13
1. During this pandemic, we’ve witnessed brokenness, hatred, bitterness, anger,
and crudeness on social media and in life. This is life without the Holy Spirit,
without knowing God. But God calls us out of darkness and into the light.
2. Life with the Holy Spirit changes what is in our hearts. The Holy Spirit leads us
and guides us. When we walk in the Spirit, we exhibit the fruit of the Spirit—this
is our greatest witnessing tool. The fruit of the Spirit draws others to want to
know God.
3. Agape love is a selfless, unconditional love. It’s not a feeling, it’s an action.
When we walk in the Spirit, the heart of God is revealed to us in a way we could
never know or see on our own. When we act on that, and accomplish an act of
love, it absolutely changes lives.

*Group Dynamics Idea* Speaking truth without love makes us “a clanging cymbal” (1 Cor
13:1). Discuss how each person can show love to neighbors, friends, and strangers in person,
online, and on social media during this pandemic.
Discuss

1. Discuss how to walk in the Spirit. How can we be filled with the Spirit of God
daily?
2. Discuss how one recognizes the Spirit stirring in us to act in selfless ways.
3. Discuss how to answer strife, hatred, crudeness, and bitterness with love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.
4. Discuss how walking in the Spirit brings God’s kingdom to earth and changes
lives.
Take
Home

As we conclude, remember the following:
•
•
•

Prayer

Knowing the Holy Spirit changes our hearts and teaches us about God.
Walking in the Spirit produces the fruit of the Spirit for living a life that
witnesses about God.
Agape love is selfless and unconditional, an action that requires something
from us.

Lord God, in these stressful days, pour out Your Spirit onto Your people. Help us
be a light in this dark world. Help us to show Your love to a lost and broken world
that needs You. Lord, help us to walk in Your Spirit, so we can witness the
change You have brought in our hearts and cause change in others and this
world. We love You, Lord, and we need You in these times. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

*New Leader Tip* If you need help from the staff, text your need to 71010. Gateway is here
to help you and your group. Invite your group to join Gateway Worship at the Texas Motor
Speedway for Worship at the Speedway on September 18, 2020, at 5:30 pm.

