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We all need to be prepared for eternity because we will all spend it somewhere. 

Discuss whether or not quarantine has felt like an eternity. What other things 
seem to take forever? Standing in line at the DMV? The last week of pregnancy?  

Key Scriptures: Luke 23:43; John 11:23–26, 14:6; Romans 10:8–9, 14:8–12; 1 
Corinthians 3:11, 15:12, 15:50–57; 2 Corinthians 5:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–
18; Hebrews 9:27–28; Revelation 20:11 

1. Everyone will be resurrected from the dead.  
Your faith determines when you will be resurrected and to what end. Without the 
resurrection of Christ, our faith would be empty. Resurrection of the dead is a 
cornerstone of the gospel.  

2. Believers never die.  
Believers are either alive here on earth or alive in heaven. When our bodies die, 
our spirits immediately pass into the presence of God in paradise. At the return 
of Jesus, the spirits of those who have passed are reunited with their 
transformed earthly bodies that become perfect and eternal. 

3. Everyone faces judgment.  
Believers face the judgment seat of Christ. While saved by grace, believers will 
still be judged by their works. Did we live a life focused on the temporary or the 
eternal? Unbelievers face the great white throne of judgment where they are 
judged by their works and do not receive grace.  

*Group Dynamics Idea* Works don’t save us from our sins, but doing good works can bring 
rewards both here and in eternity. As a group, plan an activity where you can help a family or 
someone in need. Is there someone living alone or a family who would appreciate their yard 
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being weeded and mowed, some groceries, or a gift card? Seeing grateful smiles will be an 
earthly reward. 

 

1. Many resurrections of the dead took place in Scripture. For example, Elisha 

raised a boy from the dead (2 Kings 4:32–37), and Jesus raised Lazarus (John 

11). Can you think of any other resurrections in the Bible? See Mark 5:21–43 

and Acts 9:36–43. 

2. What are some of the prophecies Jesus made about His own death and 

resurrection? See Luke 13:33, Matthew 16:21 and 17:22, and Mark 8:31. 

3. How does Jesus’ death and resurrection set Him apart from other messiahs, 

prophets, and saviors? 

4. Why can we believe in the resurrection of Jesus? What evidence is there that 

Jesus died and rose again? See Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20, and 

Acts 1. 

5. If Jesus foretold correctly that He would die and be resurrected, can we believe 

Him when He said He would return again? See John 14:3. 

 

As we conclude, remember the following essentials to our faith:  

• We need to repent of dead works and trust in God. 
• Baptism by water is our covenant seal. 
• Baptism by Holy Spirit empowers us to live for Him. 
• Laying on of hands connects us to the body of Christ. 
• We will all be resurrected from the dead—some to eternal life with God and 

some to eternal torment in hell. 
• We all will be judged.  

 
Father God, we praise You that You are the Great I Am, the Eternal One, the 
Beginning and the End. Lord, we praise You that You conquered death. There is 
victory in You! We bow our knee to You in obedience, in conformity to Your 
thoughts and Your ways, and in worship of You. Lord, we want Your will in our 
lives. We want to live for You with eternity in mind. Help us remember the 
importance of eternity each time we meet someone, help someone, or face a 
decision. Help us, Lord, to keep heaven on our mind and You in our hearts. May 
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we take Your kingdom everywhere we go and be a light for You. We love You, 
Lord! In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
*New Leader Tip* Pray for your members to seek God’s eternal best. Encourage them to 
watch the Night of Worship online if they haven’t and spend some time in worship and prayer. 
If you have any needs or concerns about your group, please contact Gateway staff or pastors 
for help. 

 


