
  
The King of Kings 
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The Creator of the universe came into this world as a vulnerable and helpless 

baby. The spirit of Herod is to always be looking out for number one. Jesus was 

born to die for the sins of the world. He conquered every bondage in your life. He 

is the risen King of kings and Lord of lords. 

What is your favorite book or Christmas story? 

Key Scriptures: Matthew 2:1–12  

1. The Joyous Kings 

Matthew 2:11 reveals that the wise men came into the house where they saw 

the young child, Jesus. These Magi came 1,000 miles from Persia. The star 

went before them and stood over the house, and the wise men rejoiced 

exceedingly and gave extravagantly. As believers, we need to “let ourselves go” 

so we can rejoice exceedingly in the King of kings and give extravagantly. When 

we worship extravagantly, and give extravagantly, we find true joy just like these 

kings did.  

2. The Jealous King  

King Herod was a cruel man. He ordered the death of his son (his successor) 

five days before his own death. He exiled and killed all his wives. He would not 

lay down his selfish desires. Herod is the opposite example of Jesus. The Herod 

spirit is on a search-and-destroy mission even to this day. But the Herod spirit 

cannot kill Christ within you. When we are selfish like Herod or try to preserve 

our own life the way Herod did, we are far from the life that comes through 

Jesus. 
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3. The Just King 

The Creator and Sustainer of the universe and King of kings came into the world 

as a vulnerable and helpless baby. Jesus made Himself vulnerable. This is a 

direct contrast to the Herod spirit. Jesus came as the ultimate example of giving 

up control, and He conquered every bondage. The way to have a joyous spirit is 

to worship the just King, Jesus.  

*Group Dynamics Idea* Reach out to your neighbors during this Christmas season. Your 

group may want to make cookies, gift wrap them, and personally bring them to several 

neighbors. Making positive relational connections during this season can be easier than in 

other seasons simply because it’s Christmas!  

 

1. What is Christmas time like for you? Is it a difficult time or maybe a time filled 

with joy and happy memories?  

 

2. Why do you think God sent Jesus into the world as a baby and born in such a 

lowly place?  

 

3. Pastor Robert shared that the wise men heard from God directly after they 

rejoiced exceedingly and gave extravagantly. What would it look like for you to 

rejoice exceedingly? What is one way you can give extravagantly that doesn’t 

involve money?  

 

4. Pastor Robert shared that the spirit of Herod is extremely selfish. How can we 

practically resist the spirit of Herod in our lives?  

 

5. How can we intentionally bring Jesus and the spirit of Christmas to others, such 

as coworkers, neighbors, friends, family, and even people who may feel like 

enemies?  

 

6. Jesus is the King of kings, and when we receive Him and give Him our life, we 

can be born again. Take time to stop and ask the Holy Spirit what He is saying 

to you. Give an opportunity for those in your group to either give their heart to 

God or come back to God. 
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As we conclude, remember the following:  

• Worshipping Jesus and giving extravagantly brings joy.  

• Jealousy kills joy and controls. 

• The King of kings brings justice and life. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us Jesus, the greatest gift of all. We 

choose to let go of control of our lives so that we can worship and rejoice 

exceedingly. Help us to be extravagant givers like the wise men. And help us to 

share the love and truth of Jesus during this season. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

*New Leader Tip* Gateway’s new Christmas show featuring original music and an amazing 

cast of characters runs December 11 through 15. This is a great opportunity to invite someone 

to share the humor and heart-tugging moments of Christmas City, USA. The show is live at our 

Southlake Campus. Admission is free, but seat reservations are recommended. You can also 

let your group know about the simulcast performances available at the other Gateway 

campuses.   
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